Characteristics of patients with rapidly growing cervical cancer.
Between April 1983 and December 1990, 387 newly diagnosed cervical cancer cases were managed at our institution. We retrospectively reviewed 59 of those cases, which were identified as having developed within 3 years of the patients' last normal Pap smear. Squamous cell carcinoma was found in 45 patients, and 33 had poorly differentiated lesions. Six cases had typical histology. However, 27 cases (82%) had distinctive histologic features that have not been previously described in rapidly progressive cervical cancer. Thirty-seven patients had surgical treatment; 7 (19%) died of disease. Twenty-two patients had radiation; 10 (45%) died of disease. Patients who have invasive cervical cancer after a recent normal Pap smear may have unusual histologic types, and some with early-stage disease may have better outcome if treated with radical surgery.